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Introduction

This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for teaching and learning in the
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) at Trinity First School, Frome.

Aims and Principles

e Give each child a happy and positive start to their school life in which they establish a solid
foundation for a love of learning.

e Enable each child to develop socially, physically, intellectually and emotionally.

e Encourage children to develop independence and confidence within a secure, supportive and
friendly atmosphere.

e Provide a broad and balanced, creative curriculum that will set in place firm foundations for
future learning.

The EYFS is based upon 4 overarching principles:

e A Unique Child

e Positive Relationships

e Enabling Environments

e Learning and Development

A Unique Child

At Trinity First School we recognise that every child is a competent learner who can be resilient,
capable, confident and self-assured. We recognise that children develop in individual ways, at
varying rates. We ensure that all of our EYFS staff offer support to children to develop at their own
rate. Children’s attitudes and dispositions to learning are influenced by feedback from others; we use
praise and encouragement regularly as well as rewards (Dojo points, certificates, stickers, visits to the
Headteacher) to encourage children to develop a positive attitude to learning. During their first year
at school, the children are introduced to the School Values; Resilience, Kindness, Teamwork, Curiosity
and Respect.

Inclusion

In the EYFS we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of our children to help
them achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Reception year. We achieve this by
planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, children with special educational needs, children who
are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of
different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds. All children and their families
are valued within our school.

We meet the needs of our children through:



Planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience and
interests and develop their self-esteem and confidence through a creative curriculum and
learning environment

Using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs

Providing a wide range of opportunities and environments to motivate and support children
and to help them learn effectively

Providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which each child’s contribution is
valued

Monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary

Positive Relationships

At Trinity First School, we recognise that children learn to be strong and independent through the

development of positive relationships. We develop caring, respectful, professional relationships with
the children and their families.

Parents as Partners

We recognise the role that parents have played, and continue to play, in educating the children. We
do this through:

Talking to parents about their child before their child starts at our school — home visit
Inviting parents to a ‘Welcome Induction Evening’

Inviting children to spend time with their new teacher in the classroom before they start
school

Staggering the intake in September so the children can settle in smaller groups

Encouraglng parents to attend parent’s evenings twice per year

Providing parents with a written report on their child’s attainment and progress at the end of
the school year

Sharing photographs on Dojo and Tapestry. We encourage parents to share children’s
learning from home too

Responding to queries and questions from parents via Dojo as well as providing regular
informal opportunities to talk about their child

Sharing our approach to Phonics, reading and other curriculum areas through meetings and
activity workshops

Inviting parents to celebration events such as Christmas craft, Mother’s Day, Sports Day

Enabling Environments

At Trinity First School, we recognise the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending

the children’s development. This begins by observing the children and assessing their interests’

developments and learning, before planning challenging but achievable activities and experiences to
extend children’s learning.

The learning environment




The role of both the indoor and outdoor environment provides a wide range of learning experiences
for the children. We encourage the children to make their own selection from activities and resources
on offer to promote independent learning and the classrooms are organised in such a way that
children can explore and learn in a safe environment. The children also engage with adult led
activities daily. The EYFS children have their own outdoor area at Trinity First School, used in all
weathers as well as the wider school grounds and the Forest School area. These areas inspire the
children. They offer them more opportunities to explore on a larger scale, be more physically active
and enhance the children’s experiences of nature and the natural environment.

Learning and Development

At Trinity First School, we recognise that children learn and develop in different ways and at
different rates. We consider the individual needs, interests and development of each child in our care
and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience for all children in all areas of
learning and development.

Areas of Learning

The EYFS is made up of seven areas of learning and development and 17 Early Learning Goals
which summarise the knowledge, skills and understanding that all young children should have gained
by the end of the Reception year:

Prime Areas

e Personal, Social and Emotional Development
-Self-requlation
-Managing self
-Building Relationships

e  Physical Development
-Gross motor skills
-Fine motor skills

e Communication and Language
-Listening, attention and understanding

-Speaking
Specific Areas
e Literacy
-Comprehension
-Word reading

e Mathematics
-Number
-Numerical patterns

e Understanding the World
-Past and present
-People, culture and communities
-The natural world



e Expressive Arts and Design
-Creating with materials
-Being imaginative and expressive

All these areas are delivered through a balance of adult led and child initiated activities. All areas of
learning and development are important and interconnected.

Observation, Assessment and Planning

In planning and guiding what children learn, we reflect on the different rates at which children are
developing and adjust the planning and teaching appropriately. Activities are planned with regard to
the three characteristics of effective teaching and learning in the EYFS:

¢ Playing and Exploring — children investigate and experience things and are willing to ‘have a
go’.

e Active learning — Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties.
Children enjoy achievements.

e Creating and thinking critically — Children have and develop their own ideas, make links
between ideas and develop strategies for doing things.

Assessment at Trinity First School plays an important part in helping us to recognise children’s
progress. The children undertake the Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) during the first 4 weeks in
which they start Reception. We assess children through the year to check if they are ‘on track’ and
put interventions into place to try and bridge any gaps. Sometimes we will send activities home for
children to do with their parents to help support their learning and the work that we are doing at
school. At the end of the year we complete the EYFS profile for each child. This information is shared
with parents, Y1 teachers and the Local Authority.

Review

This policy was last reviewed in January 2022.



Trinity First School
Early Years Foundation Stage

Intent:

At Trinity First School through our learning environment, relationships and interactions with
the children, our aim is to foster happy, confident and curious children who can flourish and
reach their full potential, regardless of backgrounds, circumstances or needs. Through working
collaboratively with parents and carers, we aim to encourage independent and enthusiastic,
lifelong learners. It is our intent that pupils in Reception at Trinity develop a love of learning
and have a positive attitude towards school. We support children to develop physically,
verbally, cognitively and emotionally.

At Trinity we take into consideration the individual starting points and needs of our pupils as
they begin their own learning journeys. We also consider children’s personal interests to help
them learn and achieve. We provide a broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum, with
rich learning experiences, accessible to all children.

At Trinity our school values of Curiosity, Kindness, Resilience, Respect and Teamwork are
fostered through our EYFS curriculum. We recognise the importance of early language skills
underpinning all areas of learning and development, and enable our children to be skilful
communicators, connecting with others through language and play in a vocab rich
environment. By the end of Reception, it is our intent that all children will have received the
teaching of early reading through Read, Write, Inc. to learn to read words and simple
sentences accurately.

Implementation:

Play is a powerful vehicle for learning. At Trinity our children have some focussed adult led
learning, learning challenges and independent play based learning. Practitioners also support
children in their play to develop skills and move their learning on. Children are encouraged to
take risks in their play, in a safe and secure environment. We have a large outdoor area, as
well as two classrooms which children can free flow between. Wherever possible, we provide
first hand experiences for our children, including objects, visitors and outings. The learning
experiences we offer are linked to the seven areas of learning and development within the
EYFS. These areas are split into three prime areas and four specific areas. The areas are:

e Communication and Language (C&L)

e Physical Development (PD)

e Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)

e Literacy (L)

e Mathematics (M)

e Understanding the World (UW)

e Expressive Arts and Design (EAD)

We also take into account the Characteristics of Effective Learning:

e Playing and exploring — children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’.

e Active learning — children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and
enjoy achievements.

e Creating and thinking critically — children have and develop their own ideas, make links
between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.



Impact:

Our children develop into confident and independent learners, ready to continue their learning
journey in Year 1. Their learning is demonstrated in their play and we allow children to repeat
activities. Adult led activities are often left out in provision as challenges for the children to
complete.

We use Tapestry to document some of the children’s learning journey. Parents are also
encouraged to contribute evidence from home and the children love celebrating their
achievements. Although lots of our learning is practical, the children also have some exercise
books to show the progress they make in EYFS.

We carry out internal moderation, as well as attending training and external meetings to
ensure our judgements are consistent with other schools.

The children will have a baseline assessment upon entry and we continually assess children to
address areas for development, as well as extending their learning. We observe children in
their play and as and when appropriate, join their play to support learning and development,
as well as finding out the children’s interests to inform our planning. The children are assessed
against the 17 Early Learning Goals in June and this information is shared with parents, their
Year 1 teachers and the Local Authority.

We continually monitor and review our processes to ensure they are as robust and effective
as possible.



